THE KANSAS CITY CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY:
A HISTORY

The Kansas City Cactus and Succulent Society was
founded in 1976 by a small group of enthusiastic
people who wanted to share their love of cacti
and other succulents. The organization was
incorporated as a non-profit the following year.
Today the KCCSS has over 70 members on its
roster.

Carolyn Spohn and Jack Makepeace each served as
president of the KCCSS.

Howard Zion, one of the founders of the KCCSS,
was a proud member of the group until his death
a few years ago.

In 1977, the club put on its first Show and
Sale. This event has continued annually ever
since, with the 39th Show and Sale occurring
in August, 2016. Traditionally, the Show and
Sale has been held at the Garden Center in
Kansas City’s Loose Park, although some other
venues such as store spaces in malls and even
a commercial nursery have been used.

Our 1999 show, which
was held in a vacant store
space at the Blue Ridge
Mall. (The mall has since
been torn down and
replaced by Bass Pro!)

Our show is always judged by one of our three “sister”
clubs: the Henry Shaw C&SS of St. Louis, the River
City C&SS of Omaha, or the Mid-Iowa C&SS of Des
Moines. Various ribbons, rosettes, and judges’
awards are given out each year.

Left: A happy Linda Tamblyn shows off her Sweepstakes Award.

The club has also expanded its activities to
include smaller show/sale events such as a
Saturday spent each spring at Powell Gardens,
where we display and sell plants. In addition, we
participate in the Garden Faire each fall at Loose
Park, along with other members of KC Gardeners
Connect.
One of our long-time members, Judy Pigue,
introduces a new generation to the world of cacti.

The place where we hold most of our meetings is the Garden Center at Loose Park, which is
located in a historic area of Kansas City. This center is home to most of the city's gardening
associations. Several of these groups maintain outdoor gardens, the most well-known being the
Rose Garden. Other clubs have also put in gardens, including the KCCSS, which sponsors an
outdoor garden of hardy cacti and succulents that thrive year-round on the grounds of the park.

Club meetings are held monthly, generally
on the 3rd Sunday. At least once a year we
meet at a member’s home, and every
September we get together with the River
City and Mid-Iowa groups for a Tri-City
potluck and plant auction. Our regular
meetings include an educational program,
a business meeting, and a “plant of the
month” competition which allows
members to show off plants and perhaps
win a prize at our holiday party in
December.

Jerry and Alvena Knabe, members for many years, now
sadly deceased.

KCCSS members have often joined the wider world of succulent enthusiasts by attending
national CSSA conventions and regional conferences. Our club has hosted the Mid-States
Biennial Conference three times: in 1994, 2002, and 2012. We are currently scheduled to host
the conference again in 2020.

Kansas City attendees at the 1995 CSSA Convention in Tucson.

In 2016, the Kansas City Cactus and
Succulent Society celebrated its 40th year as
an organization. A few of our earliest
members are still with us, although others
have passed on. In the past few years, we
have been joined by a number of new,
younger members, which is very exciting to
us. We feel certain that these new people
will help carry our love of succulents into the
future, and together we look forward to our
next 40 years and beyond!
The granddaughters of one of our members have won
blue ribbons at the last two shows.

