History of
Omaha C&SS/River City C&SS
Founded February 1980
Memory by Sue Stewart in 2007.
I believe it was February (ice and snow) 1980 when the 5 of us got together at our home in Omaha, Nebraska,
thinking about forming a club of people with mutual succulent plant interest. My husband, Bart, and I had met
Skip and Retha Adkins a year earlier when she sold plants at a "Yard Sale". We invited them over to see our
plants and new greenhouse. About the same time Helena Street wrote an article in the Omaha, Nebraska World
Herald newspaper about a doctor whose passion was cacti —enter Dr. Davis Weeks. Skip was bold enough to call
and ask for tour of his greenhouse.....thus the five.
Acquiring plants was limited so we watched the want ads in the World Herald . We learned Pat Terry was
selling "specimen, bare-root plants" from her home in Omaha/Bellevue. Also, the Plant Express greenhouse out in
Valley, Nebraska had succulent plants. Some of the same people kept showing up to buy plants. This is how we
recruited Marge and Clarence Nelson, owners of the greenhouse. We also met Marsha Kuroishi and learned of Dr.
Roger Brown's love of succulent plants. We found out that he had "specimens" in his veterinary office windows at
the Bel Aire Plaza Clinic. We also discovered that Pat Terry and the Nelsons were buying their plants from
Charles and Joyce Raznek in Missouri. Charles and Joyce went down to Arizona to buy the plants wholesale, then
sold them retail at flea markets from their home in Missouri.
The greenhouses in Omaha got plants from Clarkson, Nebraska, and as it turned out, from the Crumps in
Colorado on their way home from the Des Moines, Iowa show and sale. We made a trip to Des Moines to see the
show and sale in the Botanical Center garden and that's where we met the Des Moines's club members and THEY
TOOK US UNDER THEIR WINGS and gave us alot of information about the CSSA (Cactus and Succulent
Society of America) which we also knew about through Dr. Weeks as he had attended the National Convention
when it was held in St. Louis, Missouri. When our club met, we talked about being affiliated with CSSA and
Retha looked into it. We elected officers, had to write a few by-laws and submit them to the national society for
approval. We were a club a year before going with the national organization, joining in August of 1981. We held
the 1st Mid-West Picnic in 1986 that started the Mid-States Cactus and Succulent Plant Conferences.
We held our first show and sale at the Center Mall. Then as we grew we changed to the Southroads mall. For a
young club we did well with visitors from a lot of States. I think this was the first time we met Lloyd Brinson, the
former CSSA President, and his wife.
Retha Adkins started the first Newsletter in August of 1981 and our club was about educating the public about
cactus and succulent plants, the booths at the Southroads Mall, The 'Springs a Bloomin' displays set up in the
auditorium in February and letting our enthusiasm for these plants help our club grow.
From Kathy Bokelman in May 2017
The Omaha Cactus and Succulent Society (known as OCSS) met August 2, 1981 in Roger Browns office with 16
present. President: Dave Weeks, Secretary: Skip and Retha Adkins and Treasurer: Bart and Sue Stewart.
Bill Woodard, a member of the Mid-Iowa Cactus and Succulent Society was extremely instrumental in getting
our club organized. In September 1981 Retha Adkins called California to see if our club had been accepted as an
affiliate and was told that we were.
The club motto was: WE ALL STICK TOGETHER - NOT A SPINELESS ONE IN THE BUNCH.
The first ten years meetings were held at the homes of members with everyone joining in a trek to their
greenhouses, light rooms or window shelves, a business meeting with a program on plants plus refreshments and at
all the first meetings, members were to bring a plant or plants for show and tell.
We meet on the 1st Sunday of the month unless otherwise notified, at 2:30 in the afternoon in the 80's, 2:00 in
the 90's, and 1:30 in the 2000's.
Our meetings have gradually evolved to a structure of a Picnic in June, no meeting in July, getting ready for the
show in August, Show in September, pizza party in October, and the Christmas Party in December. January
through May are show and tell, discussing plants and how to care for them and slide shows of members travels.
We started having regional get-togethers, a couple of days of learning, visiting, and buying, held in June.
Omaha had the first one, a picnic in 1986, then Des Moines in 1988, St. Louis in 1990, Tulsa, Oklahoma in 1992,
Kansas City in 1994, Denver, Colorado in 1996, Omaha in 1998, St. Louis in 2000, Kansas City in 2002, Omaha in
2004 and "Mid-States Stick Together' in Oklahoma City in 2006.
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